
 

May 5, 2016 

Quote of the week: 

Life takes on meaning when you become motivated, set goals and charge after them in 
an unstoppable manner.          Les Brown 
 
 

 Winton Woods 

Superintendent Anthony 

G. Smith started his State 

of the Schools address on 

May 4 telling those 

attending, “This is a 

meeting about truth.” It 

was also about sharing 

his goals to improve the 

district’s report card 

ratings, continue to 

increase enrollment and 

ACT scores, and expand 

the New Tech Network 

throughout the district in 

the next two years.  

Smith gave his audience plenty of time to look over the district’s latest report 

card, with grades of Ds and Fs, and said he and his staff have a plan to raise 

those grades. “We don’t talk about moving points, we talk about moving children 

and helping them grow based on where they start,” said Smith. “Working 

together, we will make sure that every child gets to the level they deserve.” 

As Smith talked about educational reform throughout the district, he referenced 

three books he’s currently reading that say, “If we have children in poverty, our 

educational system can’t help them get out of it.” He disagreed. Even with the 

district’s current poverty rate of over 71%, “our goal is to change the pathway of 

education for children in poverty,” Smith said.  

Expanding New Tech Network throughout the district—with the help of an almost 

$1 million Straight A grant from the State of Ohio—is a large part of that 

educational reform. Smith debuted a new 12-minute video, featuring Winton 

Woods students and staff from the Academy of Global Studies, that helps explain 



what a New Tech education is all about. The video will soon be available for 

viewing on the district’s website at www.wintonwoods.org.  

“We are making reform a systematic approach to education,” said Smith. The 

next State of the School address is September 1.  

 A day at the Men of Promise Conference on 

April 28 left the students who attended from 

Winton Woods Project Success, High School 

and Middle School “empowered and positively 

motivated to achieve their goals,” said Brenda 

Hodges-David, alternative school principal. 

The conference was part of Dream Builder 

University and was held at Prasco Laboratories 

in Mason.  

Those who attended the conference were able 

to connect with mentors from across the 

country, including Dream Building Coach 

LeMarque Ward and Prasco CEO E. Thomas 

Arington.  “Everyone should have this 

experience,” said senior DeAucione Mathis, 

just one of the students who left with a self-

designed plan in his hands. 

"Our young men had a full day of reflection, 

mentoring, character development, goal 

setting, and training that they stated will impact them for life," said Hodges-

Davis.    

PHOTO CAPTION: Students are shown at the 2016 Dream Builder University 

Men of Promise Conference. Photo by Brenda Hodges-Davis.  

 
 

Upcoming Events 

May 23     Board of Education Meeting, 6:30 p.m. 

May 26     Last Day for Students 

 

Winton Woods Today is brought to you by: Gina Burnett, designer; Teresa 

Cleary, writer and photographer. 
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